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Due to the high number of tail boom punctures from the AH-1Z and 
UH-1Y blade fold system, Rice took it upon himself to invent and 

build a device intended to eliminate future damage to the aircraft. His 
exemplary efforts in the development of this protective pad went above 

and beyond the call of duty. 

This product has been, and will continue to be, instrumental 
in maintaining the high level of aircraft readiness required for 

expeditionary operations, while saving the H-1 upgrades program 
unnecessary damage and countless dollars and  

maintenance man-hours. 

Corporal Rice’s technical acumen, initiative, and dedication to duty 
were in keeping with the highest traditions of Marine Corps aviation. 
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