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He improved the design of the 463L pallet rail locking system, which 
will enable the CH–53K to directly transfer cargo pallets from transport 

aircraft. He also developed the CH–53K integration strategy for the 
aircraft gun unit 21 weapon system, which resulted in a reduction in 
the number of engine cowl fasteners thereby reducing the potential of 

foreign object damage and improving maintainability. 

Gunnery Sergeant Kilgore’s managerial ability, personal initiative,  
and unswerving devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest 

traditions of Marine Corps aviation.
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Although �rst chartered in 1972, the genesis of the organization dates 
back to World War I with the First Marine Aviation Force Veterans. As a 
result, sharing the legacy and heritage of Marine aviation and bringing 
aviation Marines, both active duty and retired together is at the core of 
our mission. 

MCAA promotes and recognizes professional excellence in Marine 
aviation, supports the fraternal bond of its membership, preserves Marine 

aviation heritage, and safeguards the future of Marine aviation through 
awards programs, events and publications. 

MCAA currently has 73 corporate members. A large part of our mem-
bership comes from the aerospace industry. Through our corporate mem-
bership and generous donations, we support numerous awards, schol-
arship programs, The Wounded Warrior Program, and Semper Fi Fund. 
MCAA also supports aviation memorials and aircraft museum restorations.


