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2009 Capt Christopher M. Nelson 1990 Capt Mark R. Cyr

1989 Capt Dale L. Kratzer
1988 Capt Chad W. Hocking
1987 Capt Francis W. Chesney
1986 Capt Kelvin K. Womack
1985 Capt Randolph L. Hill
1984 Maj William L. Groves
1983 Capt Richard J. Martin Jr.
1982 Maj Jimmie T. Turner
1981 Maj Timothy J. Balch
1980 MSgt Bobbie D. Hodges
1979 1stLt Timoth J. Kirk
1978 Capt William W. Smith
1977 Capt Paul F. Cibuzar
1976 GySgt W. E. Grogan
1975 Maj Mitchell Steinberg
1974 Maj James W. Bierman
1973 CW04 Robert D. Favreau
1972 1stSgt Frederico Verceles

Captain Michael Pruden made
outstanding contributions to Marine
Corps aviation while serving as the
Tactical Air Operations Center Officer
in Charge from 1 January 2009, to
31 December 2009. Capt Pruden’s
performance in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom was brilliant. He
expertly planned and executed the
establishment of the Marine Tactical
Air Operation Center in Afghanistan.
Starting from a flat piece of barren
desert, Capt Pruden designed an
ideal site maximizing radar and
radio coverage across southwestern
Afghanistan. He identified key
resources, critical training, and the
coordination required to successfully
accomplish the mission. He directly
coordinated with multiple joint
and coalition agencies to ensure a
seamless transfer of authority from
the British Air Control Centre to
the Marine Tactical Air Operation
Center. In assuming this theater-
level mission, Capt Pruden eagerly
accepted a level of responsibility
normally associated with a more
senior officer. His detachment
demonstrated the value of the
Marine Air Command and Control
System in the joint and combined
fight. Capt Pruden’s professionalism
and total dedication to duty
reflected great credit upon him and
were in keeping with the highest
traditions of Marine Corps aviation.
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