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Award Citation

Presented by The Marine Corps Aviation Association to

2010	 Capt Michael J. Pruden
2009	 Capt Christopher M. Nelson
2008	 Capt Amanda Donnelly
2007	 1stLt Andrea L. Goeman
2006	 Capt D. A. Funkhouser
2005	 Capt K. M. Karcher
2004	 Maj Lorna M. Mahlock
2003	 Maj Christopher S. Richie
2002	 Maj K. A. Knarr
2001	 CWO James M. Graham II
2000	 Capt Matthew Culbertson
1999	 Major John C. Reimer
1998	 Major Jeffery S. Carusone
1997	 Capt Blaise R. Strandquist
1996	 Capt Michael C. Bogna
1995	 Capt Rodney D. Burnett
1994	 Maj William L. Clemente
1993	 Capt Robert S. Crosetto
1992	 Capt Paul D. McGraw
1991	 Capt Mark R. Cyr

1990	 Capt Mark R. Cyr
1989	 Capt Dale L. Kratzer
1988	 Capt Chad W. Hocking
1987	 Capt Francis W. Chesney
1986	 Capt Kelvin K. Womack
1985	 Capt Randolph L. Hill
1984	 Maj William L. Groves
1983	 Capt Richard J. Martin Jr.
1982	 Maj Jimmie T. Turner
1981	 Maj Timothy J. Balch
1980	 MSgt Bobbie D. Hodges
1979	 1stLt Timoth J. Kirk
1978	 Capt William W. Smith
1977	 Capt Paul F. Cibuzar
1976	 GySgt W. E. Grogan
1975	 Maj Mitchell Steinberg
1974	 Maj James W. Bierman
1973	 CW04 Robert D. Favreau
1972	 1stSgt Frederico Verceles

Established in Honor of  
Colonel Robert F. Gibson who Pioneered  

the Concept of Integrated Air Control  
Group Detachments Supporting  

Marine Aviation Around the Globe.

In Recognition of  
The Most Outstanding Contribution  

to Marine Aviation by an Officer  
Serving in a Marine Command  

and Control Unit.

NORTHROP GRUMMAN 
ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS

The Robert F. Gibson Award

Marine Command and Control 
Officer of the year

Major

Koichi Takagi

Major Koichi Takagi was 
instrumental in unprecedented 
success supporting numerous 

units across five major 
exercises in the Western  
Pacific Area- including 

Humanitarian Aid  
Operations following the 

destruction Typhoon Megi 
inflicted in the Philippines 

while serving as Commanding 
Officer, Detachment Alpha, 
MWCS-18 from 1 January 

2010 to 31 December 2010. 
The units support extended 
beyond those assigned to 

the 1st MAW; most notably, 
support was provided to the 

Marine Expeditionary Brigade’s 
and the Marine Expeditionary 
Force’s Air Combat Elements. 
None of this could have been 

accomplished without his 
superb guidance, leadership, 

foresight and knowledge.  
His actions have established 
him as a highly competent 

and dependable leader. Major 
Takagi’s unmatched abilities 
and total dedication to duty 
reflected great credit upon 

himself and were keeping with 
the highest traditions of the 

Marine Corps and the United 
States Naval Service.
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