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Cover Photo: Marines of HMM-265 work tirelessly to decontaminate their CH-46 helicopters. 
Some aircraft took 1200 man-hours before they were deemed safe by the U.S. 
Navy’s standard for levels of contamination.
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A Roadmap for the 
Centennial 
The Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, General James 
F. Amos, gives us guidance 
on the planning and events 
for the Marine Aviation 
Centennial.

MAC Update. 
Col Mike “Bones” Burns 
gives an update on centennial 
planning and events. 

From Brown to Turner 
Major John M. Elliott 
educates us on the airfields 
and activities at Quantico 
after World War I.

A Good Swap 
Major Anthony Grandos 
shares his harrowing account 
of landing a bullet-riddled 
plane on the USS Bairoko.
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fLIGHT PLAN
good to go

featuresfeatures Summer ’11

A Legacy Continues 
Captains John Koepke, Garon 
Taylor-Tyree, and Chad 
Tucker detail the Marine 
Corps’ newest innovation in 
electronic strike aircraft.

Paying Tribute to VMO-6 
Ed Kufeldt shares the history 
of VMO-6. He also reveals 
the plans for the memorial 
to pay tribute to those who 
served in VMO-6.

HMM-265 “Dragons” 
Captain Joseph McConnell 
reports on the relief efforts, 
obstacles, and lessons 
learned by HMM-265 during 
Operation Tomodachi.

2011 MCAA Reunion and 
Symposium at San Diego 
Photos from our 40th year of 
celebrating what’s great about 
Marine aviation--the people! 
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WHAT IS “THE YELLOW SHEET”?
The Marine Corps Aviation Association’s Yellow Sheet takes its name from 

the old yellow colored, printed form that pilots used to record flight data after 
each hop. The yellow sheet had a tear-off portion which contained basic aircraft 
information with space for aircrew log book stats, flight time, instrument time, 
number of takeoffs and landings, type of flight, passengers, and other assorted 
information. At the end of a flight, a pilot always walked into the “line shack” 
and reached for the yellow sheet.

And that’s why the MCAA named this publication The Yellow Sheet.
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