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Cover Photo: A CH-53E Super Stallion with the HMH-361 (Minus) (Reinforced) returns to FOB 
Jalalabad, Afghanistan to deliver a disabled Army H-47 Chinook for repairs. (Photo by Sgt. Derek B. Carlson)

Editor Emeritus 
Col D.J. Kiely, USMC (Ret)

Editor 
Roxanne M. Ibinson

Assistant Editor 
CWO-4 James R. Casey, USMC (Ret)

Advertising 
Roxanne M. Ibinson

Yellow Sheet material must be  
submitted before:

1 January (Winter Issue) 
1 July (Summer Issue)
1 October (Fall Issue)

MCAA Journal is mailed  
in lieu of Spring Issue

FYI: Contact Editor ASAP with intent to 
submit an article so space can be saved for 
it: ribinson@flymcaa.org. Submissions by 

email or documents on disk (Microsoft 
Word only) will have priority over 

handwritten material.
Marine Corps Aviation Association

Attention: Editor
715 Broadway St · P. O. Box 296

Quantico, VA 22134 · (800) 280-3001
Email: mcaa@flymcaa.org
Website: www.flymcaa.org

MCAA Journal 
Editor & Advertising: Roxanne M. Ibinson 

(540) 273-8433
Email: ribinson@flymcaa.org

Computer Graphics: Stephanie Davis 
Email: stephanie@ncflight.com

Printed by NCCOAST Communications
203 N. 17th St., Morehead City, NC 28557

Opinions of authors are their own and may not 
reflect the views of the Department of Defense, 

Navy Department, Headquarters Marine Corps or 
the Marine Corps Aviation Association.

The
Yellow Sheet

The
Yellow Sheet

HQMC Aviation Overview. 
LtGen George Trautman 
describes how Marine aviation 
is adapting to thrive in 
uncertain environments and 
across diverse cultures.

MAC Update. 
Col Burns Mike “Bones” Burns 
gives an update on centennial 
planning and events. 

Telling the Story  
of Marine Aviation. 
Col Tom Hewes tells you 
why “you have to read” the 
upcoming illustrated history on 
Marine air. 

Luckiest Man in Korea. 
Maj Antonio Granados gives 
a harrowing account of how 
2,000-pound fully-armed bomb 
hung from his airplane. 

HMM-774:  
Helping Those in Need. 
Capt Nathan J. Braden details 
how HMM-774 delivered 
humanitarian assistance during 
the squadron’s deployment to 
Central and South America.
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fLIGHT PLAN
good to go

featuresfeatures Winter ’11

Three Wars, One Marine. 
2dLt Demetrios Marinides 
remembers the life and legacy of 
LtGen Robert P. Keller. 

Restoration Shop Breathes  
New Life. 
Pfc Ryan Carpenter explains how 
pieces of aircraft, scattered parts 
and skeletons of airframes go to 
the Flying Leatherneck Aviation 
Museum Restoration Shop and live 
again.

Deployment Report Card:  
3rd MAW(Fwd). 
BrigGen Andrew O’ Donnell 
praises the Marines of 3rd 
MAW(Fwd) and their commitment 
to excellence.

VMAT-203  
Goes Above and Beyond . 
Capt Mark A. Tacquard explains 
how VMAT-203 trains “World 
Class” Pilots. 

The WAG: 12th Annual 
Washington Area Golf Tournament 
Another enormous success, thanks 
to our Industry partners and the 
hard work of Tim “Hustler” Hill.
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WHAT IS “THE YELLOW SHEET”?
The Marine Corps Aviation Association’s Yellow Sheet takes its name from 

the old yellow colored, printed form that pilots used to record flight data after 
each hop. The yellow sheet had a tear-off portion which contained basic aircraft 
information with space for aircrew log book stats, flight time, instrument time, 
number of takeoffs and landings, type of flight, passengers, and other assorted 
information. At the end of a flight, a pilot always walked into the “line shack” 
and reached for the yellow sheet.

And that’s why the MCAA named this publication The Yellow Sheet.
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